Act on Obligations and Basic Real Rights in Air Navigation

(Official Gazette No. 132/1998)

(Excerpts)
Article 177

Provisions of this Act concerning contracts of carriage of passengers and goods do not apply if the parties have contracted for the application of some other specific law.

As an exception from paragraph 1 of this Article the provisions of this Act concerning contracts of employment of aircrafts apply obligatorily:

(1) when both parties – user of the aircraft and carrier – are natural or legal persons domiciled or heaving seat in the Republic of Croatia, and the airport of departure or that of destination is in the Republic of Croatia;

(2) if the application of another law would violate the provisions of this Act which cannot be excluded or changed, and the airport of departure or that of destination is in the Republic of Croatia;

(3) when the passenger would be put, by application of another law, in a worse position than by applying the provisions of this Act.

An agreement concluded contrary to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Article has no legal effect.

Article 178

If it impossible to apply the law chosen by the parties to the contract for the employment of ships, either to the whole contract or to some relationship deriving from the contract, or if the parties have not explicitly chosen the applicable law, and their intention as to the law to be applied cannot be ascertained even from the circumstances of the case, the contract or the contractual relationship in general is governed by the law which it is most closely connected.

Unless particular reasons indicate to the contrary, to the main rights and obligations applies, as the most closely connected, the law of the State where, at the time of conclusion of the contract, the carrier had his domicile or his seat.

To the collateral rights and collateral obligations (the manner of acceptance or delivery of the goods or the manner of paying freight ans similar) the law where these acts have been performed, or where they should have been performed applies.

